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his life, reflecting!!^^	with the
lower classes and revolt against upper-class oppression
which he imagined he had inherite^
woman mother; he is by * no means providing a
formula for his whole extraordinarily variegated life,
or even explaining the particular sympathy and
antipathy on which he dwells. In later years, Strindberg
himself admitted that his autobiography was too highly
coloured by the mood in which it was written. For
us, for the discriminating student who wishes to
reconstruct Strindberg's life, the book is an eloquent
testimony to the interpretation which the new science
of psychology is putting on Wordsworth's line:
"The child is father of the man". The whole
Strindberg, unconscious as well as conscious—and
this I would emphasize—is rooted in the harrowing,
unhappy experiences of his childhood and adolescence.
It may be that his childhood was not as persistently
unhappy as he makes it out to be; that perhaps, after
all, the family did not prove, as he depicts it, the
" worst of all human institutions "» But his young
life was full enough of crosses and conflicts, was
lacking enough in love and sympathy, to have sown
the seeds of a life-long neurosis in a sensitive child.
However, "the people", he says, "who have grown up
in a happy childhood seldom become great; for they
have always some pleasant memories to look back
upon, which means that they forget to look forward."
Perhaps there is a great truth, and a compensation, in
these words. In any case, the key to Strindberg's life,
as to the lives of all men, is his childhood; and who-
ever wishes to understand Strindberg and the role
he had to play in the world, must dwell on that
childhood.
Johan August Strindberg was born in Stockholm
iti 1849, at a time when his father, a shipping-agent,
was at the nadir of his fortunes. The family, number-
ing some seven persons, was crowded into three rooms
in a large complex tenement overlooking the Klara
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